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Rationale 
 
Marking and feedback at Medlock Primary School ensures that all children are able 
to identify strengths and areas for development within their own work in order to 
move learning forward and raise standards.  
 
Use of the policy ensures clear timely feedback is given to children and also enables 
teachers to focus more upon regular gap assessments in order to inform planning 
and next steps for learning.  
 
Clear scaffolding is provided for children in order to develop their basic skills as well 
as their understanding of key concepts linked to the learning outcome. Primarily, 
implementation of the policy promotes and develops independence; enabling 
children to self edit and correct their own errors; insisting they  take an active role in 
their own learning. This scaffolding works on a cyclical basis for those children 
working inline with their year group’s national expectations. Those children currently 
working below this will be supported through additional scaffolding and feedback.  
 
Colour codes 
Going for Gold - Work that meets the ‘learning outcome’ or ‘enquiry question’ and is 
meeting ARE in basic skills will be highlighted in yellow for most children. Those 
working below this will have work highlighted that matches the year group band 
they are currently working in or any that go beyond this. The learning outcome will 
also be highlighted if this has been achieved.  
 
Green means go - Basic skills will be identified with green pen using marking codes. 
This might be pointing out specific words, sentences, lines or paragraphs depending 
on year group and prior attainment. Pupils will understand that green is a call to 
action. (See guidance)  
 
Teacher scribe - Where teachers have scribed or transcribed words, these will be 
done in an alternative colour -  blue / black pen.  
 
Purple pen - Any edits or corrections done by the pupil following feedback will be 
completed in purple pen. Children in years 4/5/6 should edit in purple pen before 
handing work in. Purple pen may also be an extension/ challenge/ next step. Where 
misconceptions or spelling, punctuation or grammar mistakes have arisen in a pupil 
response that cause concern, the adult would be expected to re-intervene, usually 
verbally.   
 
Marking.  
 
Codes for all  books (when a child is ready)  -  

● Going for Gold -  work is highlighted with yellow if it is correct. This may be the 
answer or the question number depending on the type of question.  

● Errors will be identified with a green dot or marking code.  



● Spelling errors will be identified with the code- sp (maximum of 5 spellings). 
Where a word choice is especially ambitious a correct spelling could be 
given (adult discretion).  

● Verb tense errors will be marked with code - V 
● Grammatical error  - G 
● Punctuation errors - P  
● Missing words will be marked with the code - ^ 
● Need for new paragraphs will be marked with // 
● Adult supported work - A  
● Vocabulary edit -  

 
Codes specific to KS1 or children who require greater levels of scaffolding - 

● A green circle around a missing capital letter - building to CL in the margin. 
● Underline where a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark needs to be 

inserted. FL can be written above if a child needs more visual support.  
● Grammar and Verb tense issues will be picked up verbally or form part of a 

subsequent teaching point. 
 
Maths  

● Basic skills in English should be addressed in maths, particularly where children 
are explaining reasoning. Incorrect spellings should always be challenged. 

● Journals are not marked - unless they have been used for super black 
challenges, although evidence of verbal feedback (adult and peer) may be 
apparent from shifts in children’s thinking. 

● Where a question is incorrect, a green dot will be placed next to the question, 
this indicates that the child should attempt to correct the answer using a 
purple pen.  
 

English and Wider Curriculum  
● Spelling errors will be identified with the code- sp (maximum of 5 spellings).  
● Expectation is that key vocabulary is copied correctly; where this is not the 

case it should be addressed within the marking. Those children with issues 
regarding spelling (dyslexia) will have target spellings marked up to a 
maximum of 5 spellings. Any copying is limited and dates / LOs / key 
vocabulary should be in front of children. 

● Verb tense errors will be marked with code - V  
● This will change once pupils working at ARE in year 5 reach summer term. This 

will then move to G. Pupils in year 6 working below ARE in autumn term will 
continue with V to show where there is an error with verb tense agreement.  

● Grammar errors will be marked with code - G 
This will include errors in sentence structure where sentences do not make 
sense (or in spring onwards for year 6 where verb tense might not agree).  

● Punctuation errors will be marked with code - P 
This will include where punctuation has been marked incorrectly or has been 
missed inline with that year groups’ grammar expectations.  

● Missing words will be marked with the code - ^ 



● Need for new paragraphs will be marked with // 
 
Wider Curriculum  

● Basic skills will be picked up in the wider curriculum  matched to the ARE the 
child is working at. Where the children are meeting the learning outcome and 
ARE in basic skills (or within their learning band for those working below) these 
will be highlighted in yellow.  

● No green comment will be given unless it supports basic skills.  
● Misconceptions in relation to the LO will be noted on planning and addressed 

at the beginning of the next lesson or as the next lesson in order to 
consolidate concepts. This should be clear in children’s work or in discussion. 

● Prior learning will always be revisited at the start of each lesson in order for 
children to consolidate misconceptions, correct work and embed learning.   

● Sketchbooks will not be marked however, verbal feedback will be given 
throughout art lessons.  
 

Live Marking and Verbal Feedback  
● Teachers and teaching assistants will provide feedback for pupils throughout 

all sessions in order to extend learning.  
● Verbal feedback will not be annotated but will be clear through the use of 

purple pen amendments and or movement of children's learning throughout 
the session.  

● Where children are ready, teachers could provide feedback such as, “two of 
your answers are incorrect - could you find them and explain how you 
know…” 

● Key misconceptions will be addressed through the use of whole class 
feedback. Those children with specific gaps will have these picked up in a 
smaller group or where necessary, will be addressed through more targeted 
marking.  
 
 

Whole class Feedback (KS2) 
● Whole class feedback will be used to consolidate any common gaps that the 

children have had in a previous lesson based on teacher assessment. This 
could include misconceptions in any new knowledge that has been delivered 
or application of basic skills.  

● Whole class feedback may also be used to support pupils in editing extended 
pieces of writing. More support and scaffolding will be provided for pupils 
working below year group expectations.  

● Teachers will look at pupils' work and note down strengths and areas for 
development in pupils ' independent work either on planning or as a gap 
analysis sheet with extended pieces of writing. These will then be used to 
extend  and consolidate the childrens learning the following lesson or lessons. 

● Misconceptions will be discussed and re-taught. For example, if children 
above year 2 are not using apostrophes for contracted forms, this would be 
re-taught and children are to be given time to correct any errors within their 



writing. Misconceptions in knowledge will need reteaching and time given for 
children to correct these using purple pen.  

● In extended pieces of writing, where there may be more than one 
grammatical misconception, these will be discussed separately with time for 
children to edit their work. Use of peer support will also be used to support 
children in doing this and developing independence in the editing and 
redrafting process.  

● The use of split provision can be introduced for whole class feedback, where 
common errors are discussed and time is given, other issues may be 
addressed within smaller groups.  

● Strengths in pupils work will also be shared through feedback both at a whole 
class level and also praising individual pupils where they have exceeded 
themselves. 
 

Success criteria  
● Success criteria will be genre or topic specific. General year group grammar 

and punctuation expectations will be displayed and constantly referred to 
alongside non-negotiables from the previous year. Where children are not 
meeting these, the codes will be used informing future teaching points. 

● Success criteria will be co-constructed until children are ready to create their 
own. 

● Children should use purple pen to edit against the success criteria and this 
should be modelled as an on-going process rather than an end of work task.  

 
Additional guidance 

● Children working within ARE will have codes marked on the line they are in. 
Those working below will have the specific errors marked (unless specific KS1 
guidance more appropriate).  

● Year 6 - In spring  and summer term, those children working at ARE move 
towards children finding errors within paragraphs linked to ARE expectations. 
Those working below will continue to have more scaffolded marking.  

● Children attending an intervention will be noted with intervention and where 
it is deemed necessary a child’s absence will be noted in their book so it is 
clear for others.  

 
 


