
Communication, 
Language, Literacy

We will be focusing our 
stories on the theme of 
growing, some of these 
books will be ‘Jack and the 
beanstalk’, ‘Jasper’s 
beanstalk’, ‘The very 
hungry caterpillar’.
We will provide learning 
opportunities indoors and 
outdoors linked to these 
stories. We will also be 
learning about the way 
stories are structured ie 
the beginning and end and 
identifying and talking 
about the settings of 
different stories. We will 
be building up the 
children’s vocabulary 
during our carpet time 
sessions, alongside 
‘Planning in the moment’ 
opportunities. We will  
support interests and 
encourage them to talk , 
explain and question.  We 
will encourage children to 
think about and respond 
to ‘Why’ and ‘How’  and 
‘What might happen next’ 
questions.

MEDLOCK PRIMARY SCHOOL
In Summer Term 1  2021  Nursery 2  will be 
learning about “Growing and Minibeasts”

Literacy Development
We  will be exploring a variety of books based around growing and 
minibeasts, using talk to develop our understanding on the theme.  We will 
have daily planned phonics sessions and will be focusing on hearing and 
recognising sounds, initial sounds  (in names and words). 
We will be supporting children in beginning to form the letters of their names 
during carpet sessions and within the provision.

Mathematical Development.
We will be exploring patterns; recognising patterns, repeating patterns and 
creating our own patterns.
We will continue to develop a sound knowledge of numbers, moving on from 
0-5 to explore numbers 6-10. We will continue in exploring subitising by 
estimating amounts  and identifying amounts by sight.
We will also begin to look at size/length and weight/capacity through our 
topic growing to develop an understanding through real life experiences.

Understanding the World
We will focus on growing and how we can help plants grow; using books, 
experiencess and exploration. What do plants need to grow? Where do plants 
grow? Naming the parts of plants. We will be accessing our growing area and 
planting a variety of seeds and plants, observing the changes and talking 
about them.
We will be finding out about living things through our exploration of 
minibeasts, their habitats, what jobs they do and what they eat. 

Expressive art and Design
We will continue to expand upon our imaginative play and extend our 
play ideas to enhance our play and specific roles, using resources and 
our own ideas. We will be developing our skills in using tools and 
implements  for a purpose in a range of ways and be able to plan ahead 
and find the resources we need to do so.
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Physical Development
We will continue to 
build upon the skills we 
have been learning with 
City in the Community, 
such as running,  
jumping, throwing and 
catching, balancing and 
using sports equipment. 
We will have regular 
forest school  sessions  
and learn to balance, 
climb, walk up and down 
hill, move around 
objects and explore 
different heights.

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development
We will be learning how to 
work together and make 
decisions within our play 
independently. We will be 
building o our own play 
ideas with a group of friends 
and use our own ideas to 
keep our play going. We are 
beginning to manage 
differences between 
ourselves and build specific 
friendships.



Experiences

Week 1 Planting beans in cups

Week 2 Outdoor seed planting

Week 3 Outdoor picnic and story

Week 4 Caterpillars (observing 
changes over next few 
weeks))

Week 5 Forest school minibeast 
hunt

Week 6 Picnic in the park

Stories 

Week 1-2 Jack and the beanstalk

Week 3 Jasper’s beanstalk

Week 4 The very hungry caterpillar

Week 5-6 Non fiction lifecycle books

Key Learning Focus

Growing/Minibeasts We will be finding out 
about the growing 
process and changes that 
occur in nature. We will 
be thinking about the 
questions ‘What do they 
need to grow? ‘What do 
they feed on?’, ‘Where 
do they live?’

What plants/foods 
do you like best?
Where do the 
minibeasts live?
Where can we plant 
seeds/plants?

These are some of the 
other questions we will 
be exploring this half 
term through experience 
of the week, planning in 
the moment and carpet 
focus times.

Key Vocabulary 

Week 1-2 Beans, beanstalk, 
growing, water, tall, 
short, seeds, giant, soil, 
digging

Week 3 Beans, beanstalk, 
growing, water, tall, 
short, seeds, giant, soil, 
digging, watering can, 
feed, bigger, taller

Week 4 Caterpillar, butterflies, 
cocoon, changes, food, 
growing, bigger, 
lifecycle, wings, flying

Week 5-6 Caterpillar, butterflies, 
cocoon, changes, food, 
growing, bigger, 
lifecycle, wings, flying
Release, minibeasts, 
insects

Rhymes

Week 1 The farmer plants his seeds

Week 2 5 little peas

Week 3 Find a little seed

Week 4 There’s a tiny caterpillar on a leaf

Week 5 Little Arabella  Miller

Week 6 Butterfly, butterfly flutter around


